
1

The Ten Promises - The Disease of Un-Faith 
Rev. Scott McGinnis - First Presb. Church of Newton, KS - Jan. 10, 2021 
(Based on Rev. Darrell Johnson’s sermon series The Manufacturer’s Specifications) 

We’re continuing our series on the Ten Commandments 
drawing from Rev. Darrell Johnson’s book The 
Manufacturer’s Specifications and today we turn to 
commandment eight: Thou shalt not steal. 

Long ago the prophet Ezekiel recorded God’s promise to 
one day create a new heart in His people, and to put a 
new spirit, God’s Spirit, within that new heart.  And as a 
result of that gracious work, God said, “…I will cause you to 
walk in my statutes…” (Ezekiel 36:27).  In Jesus Christ that 
great promise is being fulfilled!  These are then, once 
again, not just Ten Commandments, but Ten Promises. 

Learning to trust enough to follow Jesus is a journey.  It’s 
not a journey we get disqualified from if and when we 
make mistakes.  God is big enough to know that He has to 
teach us to follow Him.  That teaching is a process God 
doesn’t mind doing over the course of our lives.   

We may do something to alleviate a need sometime.  
Sometimes there can be so much pressure to do 
something to alleviate a need and we can miss an 
opportunity God has given us to grow.  But God can circle 
back and help us, because God is gracious.  And in the 
process of this we learn to build that bridge of trust, so we 
can cross challenging times with Him. 
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Now at first glance the eighth commandment does not 
appear to be all that challenging or relevant to us in this 
room.  I mean, what possible relevance does this 
commandment have for decent, hard-working, law-abiding 
Presbyterians?  Oh, many of us have been on the 
“receiving” end of the disobedience of the commandment.  
Many of us have been victims of stealing.  So many of us 
can identify with the result of disobedience of the eighth 
commandment.  But can we identify with the other end, 
the “giving” end of stealing?  We are not bank robbers, or 
home burglars, or shoplifters… are we?  How does the 
eighth commandment speak to us? 

The scope of this commandment is very wide.  It turns out 
that the eighth commandment speaks a very relevant, very 
challenging word to decent, law-abiding Christians. 

The challenge of the eight commandment comes to us by 
recognizing the issues which undergird and spin out from 
it.  I want to identify four such issues today.  There are 
many more; the more you reflect on the commandment 
the more you discover.  But let me very briefly work with 
four. 

1. First, the eighth commandment affirms private 
property.  Here our Creator and Lord affirms our 
creatureliness, that we are being who need shelter, 
clothing, food, and land.  Here Yahweh affirms that it is 
right to desire creature comforts. 
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Another way of expressing this first issue is to say, “There 
is nothing inherently wrong with having possessions.”   

In some Christian circles, people are made to feel guilty if 
they have anything nice.  Such Christians often point to 
the book of Acts, where the first Christians sold all of their 
possessions - their homes and land - and then shared 
them in common.  So, it is argued, Jesus Christ, calls us to 
renounce all privately-held property.  But what such an 
argument fails to observe is (1) that selling of their 
property was totally voluntary; it was not a requirement of 
discipleship.  And (2) it fails to observe that the early 
church held worship services in individual member’s 
homes; meaning that some did not sell their houses.  They 
may have kept their homes but did not treat their homes 
as private castles, but as ministry centers, “half-way” 
houses for men and women whom Jesus was redeeming. 

The eighth commandment is rightly taken as an affirmation 
of the legitimacy of private property.  However, we must 
carefully note that the eighth commandment does not 
declare the absolute right to private property.  For we must 
remember that in the Biblical view of reality, Yahweh - the 
Living God - is alone the absolute owner.   

“The earth is Yahweh’s, and all it contains.  The world, and those 
who dwell in it” (Psalm 24:1) 

Yahweh alone has an absolute right to property.  And God 
places significant limitations on how his people acquire 



4

and use His property.  This means that it is theologically 
incorrect for any human to ever use the word own, of 
anything!  For theologically all we have and are is God’s 
and has been entrusted to us. 

All we have on this earth is simply on loan to us from God. 

This leads us to the second issue. 

2. The eighth commandment reminds us that we are 
care-takers of the earth.  This is part of our lifestyle and 
our worldview as Christians.  We are called by the Creator 
and Lord of the earth to see all that we have and are as 
gifts from God; gifts to be employed for God’s good 
purposes.  We are accountable to the Owner for how we 
used what was entrusted to us.   

Jesus taught the Parable of the Talents to make that point 
(Matthew 25:14ff).  The one who hears Jesus say, “Well 
done, good and faithful steward” is the one who uses his 
money (a talent was one thousand dollars in silver) for the 
Master, to increase the Master’s wealth. 

We are care-takers, not owners.  

3. The eighth commandment warns us against our 
greed.  The eighth commandment warns us of the 
seductive power of property.  The same power which 
seduces the thief to steal can seduce us to cling too tightly 
to what God has entrusted to us.  Moses gave the 
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following warning to Israel as they were about to enter the 
Promised Land: 

“Beware lest you forget Yahweh…lest, when you have eaten and 
are satisfied, and have built good houses and lived in them, and 
when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and 
gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, then your heart 
becomes proud, and you forget Yahweh your God….  otherwise, 
you may say in your heart ‘My power and   the strength of 
my hand made me this wealth.’  But you shall remember Yahweh 
your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth…” 
(Deut. 8:11-17). 

Israel was warned against beginning to think that her 
wealth was the ground of her security.  Again, let me say, 
there is nothing inherently evil about possessions.  
Nevertheless, possessions have a seductive power - the 
power to move us toward idolizing possessions, and thus 
thinking we do not need the Living God.  (See Colossians 
3:5; Ephesians 5:5). 

Thus Paul told Timothy, a young pastor in Ephesians: 
“Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be 
conceited or fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on 
God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy”  (1 Timothy 
6:17). 

It is interesting to observe that percentage-wise Jesus had 
more to say about money and property than anything else.  
Why?  Because our feelings about our possessions and 
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the possessions of others is a very accurate indicator of 
our spiritual vitality.  

That leads us to the fourth issue we will look at today. 

4. The eighth commandment calls us to put our trust in 
Yahweh the Provider.  The commandment is addressing 
that deep sense of insecurity we have, that basic anxiety 
we have about the future.  “The Lord, Yahweh, is my 
shepherd,” says the Psalmist.  And because Yahweh is our 
Shepherd, “I shall not want- I will have all I need.” 

Paul tells the Philippians: “…My God shall supply all your 
needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:19). 

In Jesus Christ, God is committed to taking care of His 
people.  Therefore, we need not steal from others or keep 
only for ourselves.  You see, whenever I steal (or tightly 
hold) it says I have concluded three things: 

1. First, I have concluded that God is not all that good; 
Yahweh is not really committed to my welfare. 

2. Second, I have concluded that the Living God cannot 
be trusted.  It is not that God is too slow in meeting my 
need; it is that God simply cannot be trusted. 
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3. So third, I must then take matters into my own hands.  
I must grab for and keep with all of the gusto I can, for only 
I can be trusted to take care of my family and myself. 

What a terrifying state of mind it is that moves a person to 
steal; what fear: the fear of being left out, or left without.  
What an equally-terrifying state of mind it is that moves a 
person to clutch his or her possessions tightly.   

James Houston, former President of Regent College in 
Vancouver, British Columbia said, “All possessiveness is 
born of fear.”  We only cling to what we think we own in 
the face of other people’s real needs, because we fear the 
consequences for our family and selves if we were to give 
it away.  I only take what is not my own because I fear that 
I will miss out on life without those things. 

Stealing, therefore, is the disease of un-faith.  So the 
writer of the book of Hebrews exhorts us:  “Let your 
character be free from the love of money, being content with what 
you have.”  And we ask “How God?  How can I be free to 
be content?”  The writer of Hebrews answers:  “For God 
Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I forsake you,’ so 
that we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper, I will not fear’” 
(Hebrews 13:5-6). 

The bottom line is this: Can I trust the God who comes to 
me in Jesus Christ to take care of me and my family, or do 
I need to steal, either by taking or keeping? 
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The Living God - Creator, Redeemer and Lover of our 
souls - has made an eternal covenant with us: “I will be 
Your God, you will be My people.”  All that God is, God places 
at our disposal.  The Apostle Paul reasons from the cross 
that we have hope for everyday living.  He writes, 

“If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not spare His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with 
Him freely give us all things?’  (Romans 8:31-32). 

God has given us the best; can God not be trusted to 
provide us with the rest we need?  If God has given me 
Jesus Christ, cannot God be trusted to give me all the rest 
of what I need?  Genesis 22:14 says, God is our provider.  

The eighth commandment, therefore, calls us to once 
again bank our hope on Yahweh.  The eighth 
commandment calls us back to the first commandment:  
“You shall have no other gods before me.”   

And the signs that we are banking our hope on Yahweh 
are (1) a freedom to protect our neighbor’s property by not 
stealing, a freedom to desire the best for our neighbor; 
and (2) a freedom to give to others.  For we know that the 
God who goes to the cross for us cares for us! 

We can bank on the goodness and faithfulness of God 
who comes to us in Jesus Christ.  Hands reaching up to 
Him no longer cling to anything else!  I’ll conclude with a 
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prayer that understands and expresses the intent of the 
eighth commandment.  It is recorded in Proverbs 30:7-9: 

“Two things I ask of You, Do not refuse me before I die; Keep 
deception and lies far from me, and give me neither poverty nor 
riches.  Feed me with the food that is my portion, Lest I be full and 
deny You and say ‘Who is Yahweh?’  Or lest I be in want and steal, 
And profane the name of my God.”


