
This Week’s Prayer Focus: First Church Wichita 

Week of: February 21, 2021 

  

Location: First Presbyterian Church, Wichita 
 
Our focus: This year, our focus, was to continue to prioritize our giving and approach our decision-making with 
intention, in order to have funds make the biggest impact. Collectively, we reaffirmed that we should direct 
most of our funds to our current core mission projects, with other gifts determined on a case-by-case basis.  The 
core projects were identified as: The Community Breakfast, our refugee ministry and WRCC, our international 
mission in El Salvador (Rio de los Bueyes school and scholarships).  And of course, our support for the work of 
the PC(USA) World Mission.  
After the Covid-19 pandemic reached our doors, we shifted our focus to finding ways to continue our core 
projects in our new environment, as well as identifying and fulfilling new needs related to the virus.  
We also lifted up dismantling systemic racism and social injustice by attending virtual training and meeting with 
Progeny Kansas about their “Invest Don’t Arrest-KS” program. We also added a Micah 6:8 banner to the front 
fence to promote the message, “Seek justice, love mercy, walk humbly.” 
In a year full of new challenges, we are inspired and encouraged by our congregation's generous sharing of time, 
talents and resources in support of our mission. We can only do this together...thank you! 
International Mission:  
PC(USA) Matthew 25 Church Initiative:  Based on the Parable of the Five Talents in Matthew 25:14-30, we 
believe we can be a catalyst to help the church participate in a movement to end extreme poverty and racial 
injustice. We keep this top of mind as we approach every mission project. Several members attended a Matthew 
25 webinar. 
PC(USA) World Mission: We promoted and dedicated gifts to the four major PC(USA) offerings: One Great Hour 
of Sharing, Pentecost, Peace and Global Witness and Christmas Joy. As is our tradition, FPC members were most 
generous in giving to these offerings. We supplemented our gift to One Great Hour of Sharing, since donations 
were down. We continue to donate to Living Waters for the World. We support this vital effort to provide clean, 
sustainable water to communities in need. 
El Salvador: Our partnership with Rio de los Bueyes, El Salvador is our primary project. We continue to support 
two teachers in the village school while private FPC donors cover tuition for several students as they complete 
their high school and college education. One student (Haydee Mendez) graduated with an English degree and 
returned to the village to serve as a translator.  
Due to the pandemic, we were unable to have anyone visit the village this summer. It was necessary to send the 
scholarship funds and ship the school and medical supplies.  The pandemic, along with two severe storms, 
interrupted the supply chain making it even more difficult for them to receive essential medical supplies. 
Doctors are no longer visiting the village. We applied for and received a $2000 Covid relief grant from Presbytery 
to help support our efforts to send the additional medical supplies. We were able to send several shipments that 
included ventilators and reading glasses. We organized a card shower at the beginning of the school year to 
show support and encouragement. They not only loved the gesture, they are using the cards to help teach 
English.  
Alternative Gift Market: We were excited to host the AGI Pick Night, where the vendors were chosen for the 
Alternative Gift Market held in the fall.  We hosted the fall gift market outside, due to the church closure amidst 
Covid-19.  The market exceeded the organizer’s expectations. Fewer projects were represented  this year. Our 
community breakfast was one of the chosen projects and received a share of the proceeds.  
Regional Mission:  
We continue to support Rabbi Moti Rieber from Kansas InterFaith Action (KIFA), a lobbying group for the poor 
with our Kansas Legislature, in the good work they are doing.   
 
Local Mission:  
Our local mission is to support the homeless/near homeless and refugees in our community. The Economy 
Corner continues to be a significant ministry and a special blessing to the neighborhood and the refugees in our 
city.  
Community Breakfast: Our Community Breakfast, served the first Saturday of each month, normally feeds an 
average of 175 guests. When the pandemic hit, it forced us to pivot and serve a grab-and-go style event outside 



for the remainder of the year. After a brief pause in June/July, we served an average of 120 guests each month. 
Dick and Margaret Wieland, Phil Michel, and DJ and Dale Spaeth alternately served as coordinators. Dozens of 
faithful FPC and community volunteers staff the breakfast. Hygiene bags were added as a regular item each 
month. In December socks, gloves, hats and scarves were provided to all diners.  
We received a $1,200 grant from AGI (Alternative Gift, Inc.) as a gift directed towards the Community Breakfast. 
Since we were unable to hold the breakfast in June/July, we donated funds to HumanKind Ministries designated 
for the support of the overflow shelter as a result of Covid-19.  
Immigrant Celebrations:  In September, Patrice Cummings gave a presentation at the virtual Immigrant 
Welcoming Week event to promote the Back-to-school Backpack Bash and WRCC ministry.  
Backpack Bash: In August we held our sixth annual “Back-to-School Backpack Bash” to distribute school supplies 
to refugee students. We pre-filled the backpacks and distributed them to 234 students outside in order to follow 
social distancing and safety protocols. The Wichita IRC and St Francis Ministries delivered backpacks to all clients 
who were unable to attend. Our partners and volunteers made sure 403 students were prepared and excited to 
start a very different school year.  
The Economy Corner, once again, contributed $750 toward the purchase of the backpacks, which qualified us for 
a generous $750 matching grant from the Presbytery of Southern Kansas. Members from FPC and partner 
churches and organizations volunteered, donated supplies and/or cash to purchase supplies that filled 400 
backpacks. We were thrilled to once again, welcome the youth group and adult volunteers from the Hindu 
Temple of Greater Wichita. They, along with our FPC youth group, created hand-written notes of 
encouragement to include in each backpack. Both groups also volunteered and helped stuff the backpacks prior 
to distribution. 
WRCC:  We’ve been blessed to be able to continue a robust level of giving in support of our refugee ministry this 
year.  
The WRCC celebrated their fourth year as a congregation this summer. In order to reflect inclusion of other than 
refugee families, they changed their name from "Wichita Refugee Congregational Church" to "Wichita 
Redeemer Congregational Church" - keeping the WRCC acronym. Their love of Jesus and their desire to be more 
faithful Christians has brought the WRCC families together. Some have moved out of state by now and at year's 
end, they had 11 families with 55 members. They worship with great JOY and wonderful music!  This year, the 
pandemic necessitated a change in worship while our building was closed. WRCC members worshipped at the 
camp until our building was reopened for worship in November.  
During the pandemic, we became more socially distanced from the WRCC families. Programs were shut down 
and we had fewer opportunities for fellowship and joint worship. To provide support and guidance, members 
from mission and staff started meeting with the WRCC leaders every month to pray and discuss their needs and 
concerns. 
We continue to provide $100 per month for gas to the drivers of the 5 vehicles that bring worshippers to the 
service and to help pay the insurance on their van. Vouchers to the Economy Corner are provided to WRCC 
families twice a year.  
We also continue to pay $100 per student in scholarship money to the Wichita Indo-Chinese Center for intensive 
English classes for adult refugees. New English skills paved the way for one of the WRCC elders to receive US 
Citizenship.   
Members of our church, their neighbors and friends and community partners have been generous in donating 
gently used clothing, household items and furniture throughout the year.  Even sewing machines for mask-
making. 
Operation Holiday: We sponsored the 2020 Operation Holiday with a $2,500 contribution.   FPC members 
matched the pledge.  
Kansas Beats the Virus – Mini-Grant: We applied for and received a $3,000 mini-grant as part of the CARES ACT. 
Funds were used to create quarantine kits for our refugee families. Kits included staple food items, cleaning and 
hygiene supplies, masks, Covid information in Swahili and activities for the children.  
Pay It Forward Fund: We were the recipients of $2,000 in debit cards for discretionary use in the community. We 
distributed $100 debit cards to WRCC families and homeless/ near homeless community members. We also paid 
it forward by making a contribution to perpetuate this mission. 
FPC Youth: Our goal is to foster a mission-based mind-set in our youth. They are always looking for opportunities 
to participate in mission activities. Due to the pandemic, the planned 2020 youth mission trip in 2020 did not 
take place. We will support a mission trip in the future to help enrich the experience of our youth and to make 



an impact by helping communities in need.  We will continue to provide volunteer opportunities for local 
mission projects. 
 
Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our faith comes alive and we 
wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, we endeavor to act boldly and compassionately to 
serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor.  May God bless us all in this mission. 
 
Members: Mary Burgett, Dwight Corrin, Patrice Cummings (Moderator), Chris Fox (Vice-Moderator), David 
Grisham, Catherine Johnston (Recording Secretary), Mary Knecht, Daryl Ott and DJ Spaeth.  

 

  

Contact: Pastor Brent Johnston  

Phone: 316-363-0248 

E mail: info@firstchurchwichita.org 
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