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How are church members connecting during the quarantine? 

Online worship that’s 
intimate, meaningful, 
inclusive — and, at the 
same time, can be 
touching and even 
humorous?

It can be done, according to a panel assembled for a Thurs webinar 
hosted by 1001 New Worshiping Communities.

One of the panelists was Rev. Catherine Neelly Burton, senior pastor 
and head of staff at Grace Presbyterian in Wichita, Kansas.

Pastor Neelly Burton has set up easy chairs in the sanctuary to make 
online worship feel more accessible. “People are sitting at home,” she 
figures. “Let’s sit with them.”

For online clergy garb, she splits the difference — a black blouse with a 
clergy collar and jeans. “They are sitting at home in their PJs,” she said. 
Dressed the way she does for online worship, “it feels more like I am 
with them.”
Grace Presbyterian Church uses the Facebook Live platform. For 
congregants who aren’t particularly tech savvy, “we tell them just to 
click the ‘F’ on our website and it’ll take you right to worship,” she said. 
“We do it live because to me it feels like we are all together.”
Passing the peace involves sending a few text messages to fellow 
worshipers. At a certain point during worship, congregants light a candle 
they were given on Ash Wednesday. Most bring their Bible to worship 
to follow along as the day’s Scripture is being read.    (PCUSA  

Presbyterian Mission)

On Wednesday, June 3rd from 6-8 p.m. FPC, Derby 
held a  Drive-Thru Food Drive. Non-perishable 
foods were donated. Five pick-up trucks were 
parked in the church parking lot marked with 
signs: Spaghetti Sauce; Canned Meats & Tuna;

Canned Soups/Chili; Hamburger Helper and 
All Other Items. These are all popular items at the local food banks.
Report from the event….the Hamburger Helper truck filled up the 
fastest!

DONATE

FPC, Winfield conducted a 
Drive In Worship service on 
Sunday, May 31st The Worship 
committee decorated for 
Pentecost - there were 
banners and red and yellow 
streamers everywhere. Folks 
worshipped from inside their

cars with a few joining service in
their lawn chairs. Approximately

Presbytery of Southern Kansas will meet on August 11th. The 
meeting  will be in a Zoom format. More information will be 
provided.

In the FPC Coffeyville newsletter, The Contact, Pastor Diane Massey 
shared the following story: “In John 16:33 Jesus made a promise to His 
followers:  ‘Here on this earth, you will have many trials and sorrows.” 
We are having that now aren’t we? I read a story, recently, that I’d like to 
share. One Spring a neighbor gave a young boy some duck eggs and 
explained how to incubate them. The boy watched the eggs carefully; 
and he could hardly contain his excitement when he saw the little 
ducklings trying to break their way out of the eggs. When he noticed 
some were struggling, he helped them by breaking off part of the egg 
shell. Sadly, those baby ducks died. The neighbor told him later that the 
babies needed that initial struggle to help them gain strength.
Just as those baby ducks needed the struggle to grow physically stronger, 
we often travel a road of trials, difficulties  and sorrows. But we can do 
this because of the second half of John’s verse: ‘But take heart, because I 
have overcome the World.” Pastor Diane Massey 
(Mornings With Jesus-devotional book)

60 were present for Worship and it was good to see
everyone present for church again. 
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On Sunday, May 31st FPC, Derby held a “Drive Thru Graduation 
Celebration” for three high school graduates. Church members 
were invited to drive by to say congrats or even say a prayer. 
There were over 20 different families who stopped by. Everyone 
was able to keep the social distancing plan!

Congrats to Sasha, Matt and Trey!

To celebrate their 2020 Seniors, FPC, Wichita had Graduate 
Recognition Sunday on Mother's Day, May 10th with a slide show 
presentation. The church featured one senior during Spotlight on 
Seniors each week and asked congregants to participate in a card 
shower. Each Senior gave their testimony during worship time. 

Covenant Church, Wichita,  celebrated their 2020 Seniors on their 
Facebook Live Worship service. The Pastors will be delivering a towel 
with Covenant's logo embroidered onto it which will remind the 
graduate of their church family that loves them. 

Even though the church is not yet “in person worship”, Grace 
Presbyterian invited their grads and their families to come to 
worship. The church offered them a blessing, gave gifts, and 
celebrated them. Kirk Anderson, Grace Youth Director, created an 
incredible video of each grad celebrating them and Grace Church.

Dear friends,
The headline in Christianity Today reads "Half of Pastors Worry 

Speaking Out on Social Issues Will Offend People." So if the number for 
pastors is half, I would guess the number for those in middle governing 
body leadership is an even greater percentage! And there certainly are a 
plethora of social issues right now upon which one could choose to 
speak...racism, public health, national leadership, upcoming elections, 
immigration (yes, that is still an issue in case it had slipped to a lesser 
place on your radar), women's rights, and more.

When I was serving in parish ministry, particularly in interim work, I 
would often tell congregations that it was not my practice to tell them 
what to think or how to vote, but simply to say, that if they took 
scriptures and the message of Jesus Christ at all seriously, then every act 
in the public square and the voting booth had better be informed by their 
reading of the holy texts and interpretation of what it means to be a 
follower of Jesus Christ. I have heard over and over again that people do 
not want "politics" in worship or in the church, but what is politics or 
what does it mean to be political? It comes from the Greek word politika 
and is tied to this polis (city), so politics simply means, "affairs of the 
city."

Right now, you could say that the denomination is in its most political 
state, as it meets for its 224th General Assembly of the PC(USA). While 
the PCUSA is not a city, we certainly love our polity and we have a lot of 
business centered around those affairs. Furthermore, Jesus was 
concerned and spoke into matters such as taxes, eating habits, church 
laws, and social inclusion and exclusion, and saying in the gospel of Luke 
(4:18-20) :

He came to Nazareth where he had been reared. As he always did on 
the Sabbath, he went to the meeting place. When he stood up to read, he 
was handed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found 
the place where it was written, God’s Spirit is on me; he’s chosen me to 
preach the Message of good news to the poor, Sent me to announce 
pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, To set the 
burdened and battered free, to announce, “This is God’s year to act!” He 
rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the assistant, and sat down. Every 
eye in the place was on him, intent. Then he started in, “You’ve just heard 
Scripture make history. It came true just now in this place.”

We can split hairs about whether this is a political proclamation or not, 
but my reading of the gospels says that Jesus is concerned with issues far 
beyond personal piety and the actions happening within the temple 
culture. So, regardless of our stance and position on any given social or 
political or justice issue, I hope and pray that we follow God's call to be 
true to our calling and the often proclaimed words, "Do not be afraid" 
and "Fear not." In faithfulness and God's grace, Gail


