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It seems to me altogether poignant and appropriate for us to 
enter a season of waiting, hope, preparation and anxious 
expectation as we find ourselves nearing the close of 2020. I 
often hear people say how much has changed and yes that is 
true, but I also am reminded that so much remains the same 
and the birth of a baby who would utterly turn the world upside 
down is possibly more needed now than ever.

I fear some of us (okay, me) fail to fully enter in to the seasons 
of the church in the way we encourage our fellow members and 
friends to do.

You might consider this list of single words, one each day:
Journey, Joy, Sacred, Creation, Space, Thankful, Ready, Grace,
Prepare, Forgiveness, Silence, Compassion, Gift, Mercy, Glory,
Annunciation, Peace, Emmanuel, Holiness, Abundance, Faithful,
Steadfast, Sabbath, Blessing, Hope, Christmas.

1. Possibly look at the word and put it into your mind, heart 
and prayers and hold it as an intention throughout your day.
2. Connect that word to a scripture text or story and meditate 
upon that text for 10 minutes at the beginning, middle or end of 
your day.
3. Use this word as a visual guide and look for something in 
your everyday life that is an image that connects to the word.
4. Or be creative in your own way.

Mostly, it really is the thought that counts. I pray for you 
constantly and hope for an Advent season where YOU see the 
miracles that happen while waiting for another miracle to occur, 
and in so doing, will know the presence of Christ, Emmanuel, 
God with us, as near as your very breath.

The Advent Season From Rev. Gail

THE MASK PRAYER
A prayer as I put on my mask:
Creator, as I prepare to go into the world,
help me to see the sacrament in the wearing of this 
cloth -
let it be "an outward sign of an inward grace" -
a tangible and visible way of living
love for my neighbours, as I love myself.

Christ,
since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart,
that people would see my smile
in the crinkles around my eyes.
Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak 
clearly,
not only with my words, but with my actions.

Holy Spirit,
As the elastic touches my ears,
remind me to listen carefully - and full of care -
to all those I meet.
May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner,
and each breath that it holds, be filled with your love.
In your Name and in that love,
I pray.
May it be so.
May it be so.

By: Richard Bott, 43rd Moderator, 
United Church of Canada

(Thank you Rev. John Barkett for sharing)
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Employment Opportunity
First Presbyterian Church, Derby, has an opening for a 
part-time Director of Children’s and Adult Ministry. If 
you are interested, please contact the church 316-788-
2831 for more details. 

PCUSA Young Adult Volunteer Program Applications

It is that time of year again! For more than 25 years the
Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program of PCUSA has been 
instrumental in helping young adults, ages 19-30 yrs, 
experience “a year of service for a lifetime of change” at 
sites within the U.S. and around the world.

This is a reminder as well of the Season of Service Loan
Assistance Program (SSLA). The application process for both
YAV and SSLA is very easy. Remember that during the year 
of YAV service, the student loan servicer will receive a pay-
ment of $250 per month toward student loan debt, paid
in quarterly installments. The student does not have to 
choose between volunteering and repaying their student
loan.

YAV students will focus on these three areas:
Building congregational vitality
Dismantling structural racism
Eradicating systematic poverty

(The 3 areas of mission as part of the PCUSA Matthew 25 vision)

Apply today! By January 1, 2021, early placement possible with
March 1, 2021 being the final date to apply to international 
sites. June 1, 2021 only national placement sites are available 
and with limited spots. 

Visit pcusa.org/yav for more information &/or pcusa.org/loanassist

COVID might seem like it takes much away from the United States 
and the rest of the world, but for many volunteers at Derby First 
Presbyterian Church, it allowed them to be more creative and work 
even harder at making service a joy.

Instead of the normal invitation to dine in and fellowship around the 
table on Thanksgiving Day, FPC had to suggest a drive thru experience for 
turkey this year. Close to 160 reservations were phoned in the 
preparation began on Tuesday in preparing all the trimmings for a 
Thanksgiving Day feast. Bread and cornbread were made to help make 
the dressing tasty. Turkeys were cooked and sliced on Wednesday along 
with preparing the potatoes and sweet potatoes. Along with rolls, gravy 
and green beans, dessert was also included.

The meals were all packaged and stored cold so that when people 
came to pick up their order, instructions were included for them to take 
the meal home to warm up when they were ready to eat. There were a 
dozen people helping with cooking and another dozen that helped in 
packaging and handing out the food. On Thanksgiving Day from 10:00-
11:30 am, people could drive through and pick up the food. We handed 
out over 170 meals.

This year was a little more work, but all the more rewarding. To hear 
how thankful people were to “share” in this meal together was well 
worth it. This is one comment we received. “Thank you! For the last 52 
years I had been the one that organized and put on the Thanksgiving 
dinner for 20-50 people and with my Dad having just passed I had 
decided this year I was just going to open a can of soup. Thank you for 
the wonderful Thanksgiving dinner and for treating me as your own. God 
bless you one and all.”

We are so grateful that God has blessed this church with people who 
are passionate about mission, especially feeding those who have no one 
to celebrate the special season with.
But of course, we will serve anyone with 
any story to tell. All praise to God from 
Whom all blessings flow.

Pastor Ben Ray, FPC Derby


