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Kate Plunkett, pictured left, a 
sophomore at Kansas State 
University in Manhattan, was the 
special speaker Sunday morning, 
July 28th, at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Syracuse. 
Kate was on staff as a camp 
counselor at Westminster Woods 
ChurchCamp in Fall River KS.  She
enlightened the congregation 
about her experience and it was
Very evident of her deep faith &      
her love for the Lord.

Vacation Bible School  Cambridge Community 
The first week of August was filled by the church’s VBS.  This year  
involved the Cambridge community and maximized the skills and 
special talents of members of the congregation. 
Monday, August 5th-baking bread at the church.  Scripture emphasis  
on “the sower and the seed”, planting and growing seeds, meaning of 
bread in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, and what it means to be 
yeast in the life of the church.
Tuesday, August 6th-fishing at the Ashenfelter’s pond. Scripture 
emphasis is about Jesus calling his disciples, Story of the loaves and 
fishes and fishing for men as a means to evangelize.
Wednesday, Shopping at Joseph’s Store House and tithing a portion of 
the kids’ savings.
Thursday, August 8th-Visiting Newton’s family farm, Fire Department, 
Stockman’s Café, Swimming (in Burden), with the day ending in a block 
party and lock-in at the church.
Friday, August 9th - eating a yummy breakfast and then off for 
students’ last “Hurrah” before school gets started. 

Because of help from so many, on Aug 10th FPC Wichita was able to 

provide 334 school kids with a great start on the new school year! In 

addition, the remaining backpacks from the 10th were filled and 

distributed to the IRC, St. Francis Migration Ministries and USD 259 so 

that every refugee student that arrives during the 2019-2020 school 

year will also be provided with a backpack to give them a welcoming 

start in their new community. Probably at some point in our lives, we 

have been the new kid. That is true at least on our own first day of 

school. We remember how lost we felt, how alone we might have      

been, even for a day. Because of

all this great help, these new

students know they are not

alone…but rather supported and

welcomed. What a wonderful

gift FPC Wichita was privileged to 

share. There were 115 volunteers

for this project that gave almost

500 hours to make all of this 

possible…well done!

Each year before school starts the members                                                   

of First Presbyterian Church in Great Bend                                                  

are given a challenge called MISSION                                                          

POSSIBLE.  The “undercover” assignments                                                                                                               

consist of purchasing clothing such as 

sweatpants, underwear and socks in all sizes                                                  

for both boys & girls. This year with the early                                             

start of school, there are even some pairs of 

shorts.  The items are used when accidents 

happen which require a change of clothing.                                                                 

These items are distributed to all of the                                                       

elementary schools in Great  Bend. This                                                               

year when the Presbytery of Southern KS.                                                              

met in Great Bend, the offering taken during the morning worship service 

was dedicated to MISSION POSSIBLE.  This offering of $383.29 has been 

added to the donations made by Great Bend Church members and 40% of 

the church’s 2019 Pentecost Offering for a total of over $600.  This money 

will be made available to the schools when there is need for a warm coat or 

a pair of shoes in addition to replenishing the donated clothing.  (Courtesy 

of the Great Bend Tribune newspaper.)

(l-r) Sheryl Neeland, USD 428

guidance counselor; Rev. 

Kathleen Luke,pastor; Becky 

Gillette, mission chair
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By far, the greatest event of the 
summer has been the wonderful, 
ultra-muggy and hot, transform-
ative time at the 2019 Presbyterian
Youth triennium on the campus of 
Purdue University in West Lafayette, 
Indiana! 

2019 Youth Triennium    by Rev Joe Wiseman

Thirty-seven Presbyterians came 
together to form the Presbytery of  
Southern Kansas Delegation to 
Triennium from July 15th to July 20th.
We boarded the bus at 10:30 pm on 
Monday, drove through the night
& arrived at Purdue around 11:00 am
on Tuesday hitting the ground running. 

After getting checked in to our luxury 
non-air-conditioned dorm rooms we 
set out for adventure on the campus

visiting the expo hall learning all about the many and varied PC(USA) 
organizations (and scoring a ton of waaaay cool Presbyterian swag). 

Each day we ate like royalty, attended small groups and classes, enjoyed 
structured delegation time together, and relished hour and a half worship 
services filled with music, incredible preaching, drama, and community 
building. We also enjoyed presentations from our siblings from the
Minahasa Tribe of Indonesia, the American Indian Youth Council and the 

fantastic and world renowned Soul Children of Chicago choir.

We heard Rev. Diane Moffett, president and executive director of
the Presbyterian Mission Agency, speak about the PC(USA) Matthew
25 initiative which seeks to serve people in need by addressing and
working to dismantle the unjust systems that KEEP people in need
such structural racism. We also heard a presentation about
Campmento El Guacio in Puerto Rico and collected an offering for
the camp totaling an astonishing $23,213.00!!!!!

Day one found us “Tuning our Heart” with Rev. Sera Chung, an
accomplished musician, preacher, and spokesperson for the values of
justice and cultural humility who encouraged us to view life as a song
“You better sing that song with the unique instrument God gave you.
We take our stories and perch them on a melody so they can take flight.” 

Day two, “Jesus Sought Me,” God continually seeks us! The Reverend 
Sandra Maria Van Opstal who is the Executive Director of Chasing Justice on 
the west-side of Chicago spoke to us about the incredible pressure that high 
school students face in the social media age using the example of Zacchaeus. 
“The idea (society dictates) that you have to create a brand by age 16 so 
everyone can see who you are, what you’re about and who you will become 
– that stresses me out. We are not what we do and who we hang out with. If 
we are, we are allowing ourselves to be seen through the lens of others.” 

Day Three we were “Prone to Wander” as Rev. David Gambrell, 
associate for worship in the PC(USA) Office of Theology and Worship helped 
us to explore just what makes us prone to wander, trying to hide from God, 
the maker of heaven and earth. “God knows we are prone to wander, but 
the good news of the gospel is that as serious as God is about sin, God is all 
the more serious about salvation. God searches us out!”

Day Four, “Here’s My Heart!” Rev. Johan Daza, originally from 
Columbia, South America, reminded us that, “Only God’s heart can match the 
heart of all human beings!”

Day Five, “Take and Seal it.” we prayed for Rev. J. Herbert Nelson as 
he mourned the loss of a close family member. In his stead, Rev. CeCe
Armstrong delivered a powerful and passionate message exhorting us all to 
“Go and be who God has called you to be!” “We often forget that mission 
starts at home – your own house, your own church. We’ve experienced 
things here, but if we don’t take them back, the church doesn’t change, but 
you have, Hallelujah!”

May the Triennium generation be one that is able to meet the 
challenges facing the church and the world, faithfully fulfilling the calling of 
Jesus Christ!  Rev. Joseph Wiseman

Sunday, August 11th, Session Moderator, Martin Neff and Clerk of 
Session, Deb Hasik, conducted an installation service at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Syracuse. New Ruling Elders are Rob Gale, 
Meghan Housman and Diana Holden. 


