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Getting to the Win - Rev. Scott McGinnis 
First Presbyterian Church of Newton, KS - June 6, 2021 

Life can have its challenges.  It’s not a matter of if we will 
have challenges, but when.  Some challenges we can 
anticipate and prepare for, like if we think our basement 
will leak during spring rains.  Other challenges can come 
as a surprise, out of the blue.  Those surprises require 
their own kind of preparedness.   

How many of us would say that so far 2021 is getting 
better for us?  We’re coming out of the pandemic crisis.  I 
hope we have a great summer.  But even if challenges 
arise, and some surely will, we can be prepared. 

Our main passage of study today is from Hebrews 12, but 
I want to read Philippians 3:14 first, I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 3:14 (NIV).  Over the next few 
weeks we will have a few sermons that kind of relate to 
this verse.  It’s perhaps a verse for our summer 2021.   

“I press on toward the goal to win…”  That is what we are 
talking about today, “being in for the win,” and it may seem 
weird to talk about faith this way, but we are talking about 
a winning faith.  For some of you this is the perfect 
language to motivate you in your faith: Winning!  For 
others you may be repulsed by that language, but stay 
with me.  I’m going to use some goals language and a little 
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corporate language today.  Not that I need to, but because 
some folk really like to hear things presented this way.  But 
stay with me, because I think everyone will enjoy this.   

Paul talks about “the goal to win the prize.”  No, he is not 
describing competition within God’s people.  This is 
something else. 

I’m starting with Philippians 3:14, so you would know it’s 
ok to talk about faith that way.  And because getting us to 
the win is God’s work, we can take practical cues from 
Bible verses.   

This morning I want to talk about… 

GETTING TO THE WIN (In Any Area of Life)  There are 
things we can do to help us get closer to our goals this 
summer. 

First we can… 

1. Clarify the Win - Consider this summer 2021, what are 
your plans, your hopes, your goals?  What would be a win 
for you? 

“Clarifying the Win” is a basic principle of progress.  What 
would it look like if you won in the area we are talking 
about?  I’m looking forward to the summer olympics this 
summer.  Archery is going to be impressive.  Did you know 
the US Archery Team men’s and women’s set world 
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records a few days ago when they qualified for the US 
Olympic Team?  One archer is 15 year old Casey 
Kaufhold.  She’s amazing. 

Can you clarify the win?  What would be a win for you this 
summer? 

Hebrews 11, right before the passage we heard this 
morning, Hebrews 11 is consider the “faith chapter.”  It’s 
people who had a winning faith.  The author gives 
examples of what a winning faith can look like and 
honestly it can take very different shapes.  So what is 
YOUR WIN? 

We have a goal that we’ve looked at this year in 
Ephesians.  We’ll get back to the remaining chapters of 
Ephesians later in the summer.  The goal stated in 
Ephesians is for Jesus’ Church to “grow up to maturity in 
Jesus.”  That’s all our goal.  

What is your win this summer?  Most of Jesus examples 
for teaching were in daily life of meals, and harvests, and 
work, and laughter, so I think your win this summer will 
probably go hand in hand with your enjoying life.  This isn’t 
an extra add-on, this is the goal of everyday living.  
Enjoying life. 

Now in the big sense, what are the goals that will get you 
to your win this summer? 
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For those who are visual, if you were to make a vision 
board for this summer, what would be on it? 

Maybe… 
1. Enjoy every sunset with Jesus - maybe make a time in 
your calendar or set an alarm on your phone, so you can 
take a pause and say to yourself, “Thank you, Jesus.  
Thank you for being my Brother.  Thank you for thinking 
I’m worth saving.” 

Maybe on your vision board is… 
2. a new summer adventure.  Do something for the First 
Time!  Do something thrilling to prove you can do it!  Life 
can get mundane with all the conveniences we have, so 
how about a planned adventure!  Something that 
challenges you that is fun and gives you a boost from the 
accomplishment.  I remember taking my mountain biking 
accomplishments to work with me as a boost of 
confidence.  I’d think, “I mountain biked to the top of a 
mountain, I can go in now and conquer this challenge at 
work.” 

Maybe on your vision board is… 
3. a hike you have never done before. 

Maybe its… 
4. saving a certain amount of money.  That might be the 
hardest, biggest adventure you can do this summer.  If so, 
go for it.  Financial stability is a good win. 
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That leads to number 2.. 

2.  Set Your Goals - How many of you made New Years 
Resolutions this year?  RAISE HANDS?  You know what 
my next question is…  So how many need a second 
chance?  RAISE HANDS 
 
Set Smart Goals 
Specific   
Measurable  
Achievable – Like one of my goals should not be to play in 
the NBA.  It’s not going to happen.  Set achievable goals. 
Relevant – Ask, if I achieved this goal would it even 
matter? 

Make completing a new accomplishment your goal and 
that accomplishment can pay dividends all year.  Sue Ice 
rode her bike 2020 miles in 2020 and that’s inspiring!  Very 
cool.  Your goals achieved can encourage you and can 
encourage others to reach their goals. 

That leads to… 

3.  Get Help - Get a Coach, a Mentor, or a personal Cheer 
squad.  One of the things I think that is very positive about 
the Millennial generation is that they seek out mentors and 
coaches in a way that older generations have been more 
reticent to do.  Among those who seek out mentors, I 
expect they are finding greater success.   
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If I were to make a summer goal, I think I’d want to learn a 
new trade.  Wouldn’t that be fun?  I wish I could go to 
welding summer camp.  Or maybe a day class on how to 
maintain a lawn mower.  I’d like that boost from learning 
something new.  Who would love to learn how to pickle 
vegetables? 

We’ve all probably learned a lot in various seasons of life, 
what can we learn this summer that will help us reach our 
wins?  One small success can inspire you to go for a 
larger one. 

One of our common goals as Jesus’ Church is to grow up 
to maturity in Jesus.  To reach this goal we can learn from 
other Christians we’ve found who’ve managed to “grow 
up” in faith.  There’s always going to be someone in every 
one of Jesus’ churches who is mature and we can learn 
from.   

Like the Hebrews 11 folk, mature Christians are diverse 
folk, so find the ones who inspire you.  What I’m saying is, 
maybe there is a person here at First Presbyterian that will 
help you get to your win this summer.  Maybe you’ll meet 
for coffee once a week and you’ll be an encouragement to 
each other.  I think of Jeri Smith, Rita Allmon, and Duane 
Graham.  They have wisdom and grace.  Any of us would 
benefit from hanging out with them once a week or once a 
month.  They are a gift to us at First Presbyterian. 
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And it’s not just the folks in our church.  You can also look 
up every person listed in Hebrews 11.  Find their stories of 
faith in the Old Testament and learn about them. 

At First Presbyterian I want to help people find and follow 
Jesus.  And I believe you can help others along the way.  
It’s one of the reasons Jesus has brought us together to 
be His church.  Your example of mature living can show 
others what a win looks like.  A friend and mentor can also 
remind us of what we’ve already achieved.  You are 
glorious! 

Then next, to get to your win, I’d say… 

4.  Start Now - Do something.  That’s the bottom line.  
How do you want to live differently?  How do you want to 
be different?  Live better?  You get to choose.   

My advice is before you take that step is to consider the 
Biblical truths we’ve been given.  Most people use the 
term framework to describe what I am talking about.  It is a 
grid you can use to make decisions.    
 
Here are a few questions…. 
1.What would you do for God if you knew you couldn’t fail? 
2.What are you gifted and called to do? 
3.If this is relevant, what is best for your family? 
 
I think a winning faith is one that honors God and leads to 
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more joy in life by making a difference.  You are blessed to 
be a blessing. 

Hebrews Chapter 12:1-3 says, 
 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that 
so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.   Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.”  Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV)   

Consider that great cloud of witnesses, those other people 
of faith you know and also those you read about in the 
Bible.  The writer of Hebrews is telling us, 

1.   Don’t Discover Everything by Trial and Error   
There are some things you don’t need to learn for yourself, 
you can learn from others wisdom.  That is why it says, 
since we are surrounding by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, people who got it right, often after getting it 
wrong.   
 
Do you know what we call people who have to learn 
everything by their own experience…foolish?  Sort of 
harsh, it is actually from the Bible.  The way of fools seems 
right to them, but the wise listen to advice.  Proverbs 12:15 (NIV) 
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Who in your life can speak in a way you will listen… A 
mentor, your spouse, a friend…, God?  Ask them some big 
questions and then listen. 

One of the places this is important has to do with the 
second thing Hebrews tell us. 

2.   Know and Take the Steps You Need to Grow 
It is here I would like to focus the rest of our time.  What I 
want to do is a bit of Biblical Direction as it comes to 
finding wins in our faith.  The way I want to do that is 
through looking at Best Practices.  As I said earlier, that is 
what Hebrews is all about.  The writer says, See all these 
people who come from different backgrounds and 
circumstances, yet have a powerful faith, you can as well.   

Whenever you feel a nudge from God in prayer or 
worship, go and do it.  And you know, a wise friend said 
recently, “God will probably give you more than one 
opportunity to do that thing, if that’s what He wants for 
you.”  There’s hope there.  Write down those nudgings and 
take them to a wise friend.  Those friends or mentors can 
help. 

You were put on this planet to enjoy life and make a 
difference.  God’s nudging is often how you can get to that 
enjoyment.  Then consider these to help you respond to 
God’s nudging.  Best practices: 
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- Devotion (Psalm 5:3)  Take time with God every day.  
Here’s the way I want us to think about this.  Take time to 
“Enjoy God Everyday” - what would that look like? 

- Forgiveness (Colossians 3:13)  As a pastor, I’m very 
aware of the hurts that people carry.  I hear the stories and 
understand how hard it can be to forgive.  Nonetheless, 
the burden from lack of forgiveness is greater than the 
burden to find the grace to forgive genuinely.  You may not 
be able to forgive fully in an instant, but you can start the 
process by acknowledging your intent and desire to 
forgive.  God will help you get there. 

- Generosity (Deut 18:4)  Why generosity?  It reflects our 
priorities.  Generosity is not promoted very often after we 
are children, but it is important throughout our lives.  
Consider where your heart is and how that can influence 
you in generosity. 
 
Making a habit of generosity might be an area you need to 
grow.  Whether you give to those in need or give through 
hospitality.  You can warm hearts through your generosity. 

- Community (Hebrews 10:25)  I think it’s fair to say, the 
quality of your life is always determined by the quality of 
your relationships.  So pick your friends wisely! 

Are you being intentional about developing relationships 
with people who share the same values and are on a 
similar spiritual journey?  Sometimes God brings those 
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people into our lives in the places we go: work, church, 
school, cycling club, or sporting range.  Other times we 
need to be intentional and go find those people.  Maybe 
it’s starting and hosting a small group here at church.  
Maybe it’s joining a group in the community.  There’s an 
every Wednesday night free dinner, I just heard about on 
Main St.  And I’m so happy P.W. is back in the building 
having met this past Thursday.  If you’re wanting to 
connect with other women, JOIN P.W.! 

Finding a group of people who commit to do life together 
centered around God's Word: to pray for one another, to 
support one another, to do life together - that can be a 
huge boost! 

Many people are missing the right relationships.  And I’d 
guess, you and I will never do all the good God wants for 
us without at least a few of the right people around us.  
Choose your influencers wisely. 

Also set time for sacramental moments… 
- Sacred Moments (Matthew 3:6)  What I mean here are 
things like worship, Baptism and communion.  Don’t miss 
out.  You can’t be a long term follower of Jesus Christ 
without developing a lifestyle of worship – worship is the 
fuel of our spiritual life.   

Worship is the central activity of every Christian.  It is the 
one thing that we find in the Old Testament, New 
Testament, today and we will also do in heaven.  What is 
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worship?  Enjoying and praising God.  We have 
communion this morning and I’m so happy we have 
baptisms next Sunday. 

Also, helping you get to your win, you can do… 
- Service (Ephesians 6:7)  I think this is important.  It gets 
us out of our consumer worldview that makes us think that 
everything that makes us happy is something we need to 
buy.  Serving is great because we get to use how God 
made us to make a difference.   

Kids Ministry, Outreach Team, Coffee hour set up, Serving 
Homeless Women and Kids at New Hope Shelter, Tech 
Team, Greeters, Operations Team, Nurture Team, Choir, 
Bell Choir, Music and singing, VBS volunteers.  There are 
many fulfilling ways to serve others here at First Pres. 

And finally there is… 
- Sharing Hope (Acts 1:8)  God has us on a great 
adventure together.  There are times when it is important 
to share our hope.  How about after watching the lead 
story on the Evening News, we all hit mute for the first 
commercial break and then be intentional to speak out 
loud our hope in Jesus and His Kingdom to those we are 
watching with.  Let’s speak our hope, let’s share it with 
others. 

Getting to your win this summer can look a lot of different 
ways.  How will it look for you?


