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FPC of Independence continues to help serve the CUFF meal every 6 
weeks. This meal has changed from a “come in and sit dinner” to a 
“meals on wheels.” This meal is provided every Thursday by different 
churches. We currently are serving out of the Wesley Center at the First 
United Methodist Church. They have a nice big kitchen which makes 
putting the meals together in to-go containers run smoothly. We served 
75 meals Thursday, Sept. 10, and regretfully had to turn away quite a few 
people. We will serve again on October 29 and will plan for 100 meals.
Blessings,  Alberta Smith, First Presbyterian Church

In June, mission team members hosted a community wide canned food 
drive through the church parking lot. With the most gracious hearts, the 
team collected 392 pounds of canned food and pantry items that were 
donated to the Derby Food bank.
We are continuing to collect different items each month. Members and 
friends are encouraged to donate the items requested. Porch pick up is 
offered each month as well. The mission team takes the items donated 
to different shelters, clothes closets, and food banks around the Derby 
area at the end of each month!
Derby First Presbyterian Church, Mission ministry team

How Are PSK Churches Continuing Mission Work During COVID?

Pratt Presbyterian held Mini-worship services outside two local nursing 
homes. Bread of Life soup kitchen on Main Street has had our volunteers’ 
homemade desserts the last Tuesday of every month. Deacons have 
called and sent many cards to members. Children were fed with to-go 
meals from our Wednesday night CREW (Christians Ready Equipped and 
Willing) program through the end of last spring and are being fed again 
this fall, with a brief lesson outdoors and games. 

Eagle Wings mentees kept meeting with their 
mentors, on walks and porches. God gave us 
pretty great weather this summer, with many 
opportunities to encourage, assist, and 
comfort one another.

Friendship meals 
(like Meals on Wheels) 
continued without 
interruption by faithful 
drivers.

Grace is now home to middle and high 
school students for virtual school. When 
USD259 announced that all middle and 
high school students would be online for 
nine weeks, our Director of Student 
Ministries Kirk Anderson went to work.
In an effort to support families we opened 
up our building to students three days a 
week to do school here. Students are 
spread out on the second floor of the 
church and have an adult supervisor. We 
are currently at 6 students and can take 
up to 8.

Presbytery of Southern Kansas meets via zoom on 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020
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This marks the 7th month of my time with PSK and I continue to be grateful 
for the work, ministry and relationships forged within and between the 
churches.   It continues to confound me to some degree that this time 
coincides almost entirely with a pandemic and all the other social and 
theological ills of our time.  I suppose there is something within the human 
wiring and leading toward denial that would allow me to think that maybe 
the impact of the pandemic would dissipate in a short time.  It seems we are 
in this for the longer and deeper journey.

Due to the foreseeable future way of being, PCT elected to move our next 
Presbytery meeting in November to Zoom, and truly hope that many of you 
will make sure to allow time on your calendar for that gathering.  Our 
moderator pro-tem for the August meeting, Rev. Laura Frazey, Covenant-
Wichita, commented that despite the anxiety leading up to the meeting, it 
was a joy to see each and every face in the gallery…just one thing we don’t 
always get in our “normal” way of gathering.  An upside!

Further, it would appear that we need to proceed as if Zoom, lower 
volumes of gatherings and travel, and other adjustments, will continue for 
some time into the future.  It means the work of a transitional executive also 
needs to adapt to these new and different ways of being together.  To that 
end, I really need your help.  I would like to reach out and meet and 
interview you to gather your wisdom and experience with the presbytery, as 
well as understand more deeply what your motivations, hopes, dreams and 
commitments related to ministry and work in your own communities.  
Additionally, I want to know what hopes and dreams you hold for PSK.  

I think this can be accomplished in 30-45 minutes conversations.  We can 
do those meetings over Zoom, on the phone or at an outdoor, distanced 
setting.  The latter may become more limited with the chilling of the fall days 
Will you help me by reaching out for such an encounter?  Or at least be 
responsive to me as I reach out to you?  I welcome any and all conversations, 
so it can help if you take initiative, as I know my listings may be limited.  Feel 
free to give me additional names to add to my list. Here is a list of some of 
the questions I might ask you:
• Background:  current role, how engaged in the past, any other personal 

data that could be informative and help…what you wish me to know
• What is your primary memory of PSK?  One event or experience that 

stands out over all the rest.
• What is a Presbytery?  Why does a Presbytery exist?  What is PSK?  Why 

does PSK exist? 
• What is the greatest challenge facing PSK?  What is our most outstanding 

resource?  

Think of one scripture that comes to mind when you think of PSK and 
our current context and circumstances.  Tell me what that is and why.
What questions have I not asked that I should have?  Then share about 
the answer.  
What are YOU willing to commit to that would embody and enliven and 
enact any change or opportunity you have described? 
If you prefer to write than meet, feel free to scribe on any or all of these 
questions and provide to me.  I will be using this information to begin 
more and deeper work with the Presbytery Coordinating Team and 
other leaders throughout.  Also, call me or expect you may hear from 
me…but don’t wait!  This is not a quick or speedy process.

I appreciate all of you and the many ways you are engaging in the 
ministry, life and work of the church in these challenging times.  
Encouragement is yours…through Jesus Christ’s grace, the Spirit’s 
courage and the love of God. Peace and Grace to you.   Gail  

Thank you for the blessing of the 
PSK COVID grant. United 
Presbyterian of Sterling  used it to 
help our Sterling Ministerial 
Alliance provide summer lunches 
to our Sterling school children for 
the three-week gap between the 
end of district lunches and the 
beginning of the school year.
We served between 70 and 120 
lunches each day. These were 
prepackaged lunch kits purchased 
from the Kansas Food Bank. We 
added fresh fruit to the bags, and 
did our best to smile big through 
our masks as we handed them out. 
Five churches partnered together, 
each contributing funds and 
manpower. It truly takes a village!
God blessed our efforts and 
your help. Thanks!

Pictured: Ginger Reed and 
Georgia Vogt

• Pray….where do you believe God is leading us?  Who has God called us 
to be?  

• What is the one most important thing I, as a Transitional Executive 
Leader, that I should know about PSK?  About you?  About your 
church?


